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tion, to his high comfort and consolation. And then he
gave her money, by which she was well relieved and
comforted a good while.
Then, one night, she saw in a vision, how Our Lady,
she thought, sat at the meat with many worshipful
persons and asked meat for her. And then thought this
creature that Our Lord's words were fulfilled ghostly in
that vision, for He promised this creature a little before
that He would pray His Mother to beg for her.
A short time after this vision, she met with a worshipful
lady, Dame Margaret Florentyne, the same lady that
brought her from Assisi into Rome; and neither of them
could well understand the other, but by signs and tokens
and a few common words. And then the lady said to her: —
'Margerya in poverty?'
She, understanding what the lady meant, said to her: —
'Yea, grand povert^, Madam/
Then the lady commanded her to eat with her every
Sunday and set her at her own table above herself, and
laid her meat with her own hands. Then this creature sat
and wept full sore, thanking Our Lord that she was so
cheered and cherished, for His love, by them that could
not understand her language.
When they had eaten, the good lady used to take her
a hamper with other stuff, that she might make her potage   46:
therewith, as much as would serve her for two days' meat,
and filled her bottle with good wine, and sometimes she
gave her eight bolendines1 thereto,
1 In MS. 'an vxii bolendinys*. Bolendines were coins current in Rome in the
fifteenth century. Forty-eight went to the ducat. The use of *a(n)' with a
numeral is idiomatic, as in Chaucer's 'wommen a grot route ... well a ten or
twelve*, 'of a twenty yeer and three*. For its use with a coin, compare 'a six-
pence*.
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